
Symptomatic testing is used when a student is showing symptoms of COVID-19 during school. 
Some symptoms of the COVID-19 virus look identical to other illnesses, like the cold or flu, and 
this test helps to tell if a symptomatic student is contagious with COVID-19 at that moment. 
This is a rapid test, administered by a trained professional or nurse and results are received 
within 15 minutes. If a student has minimal symptoms and tests negative, they can remain in 
school.  
 
Routine COVID safety check (also known as pool testing), is used to help catch potential 
spread of the virus before it starts. Each student administers the safety check on a weekly basis 
by way of self-swabbing. Pre-K or students that physically cannot self-swab, may be assisted 
with self-swabbing by a trained nurse or specimen collector. Samples are collected at school in 
groups of 5-10 individuals. The samples are grouped together at school. Once the samples get 
to a lab, all the samples in the group are tested for COVID-19 together. In almost all cases, it will 
take less than 24 hours to receive safety check results. Students can continue to come to school 
while awaiting safety check results; they do not need to quarantine while awaiting results. If a 
safety check test is positive, the students in that group will take individual tests to determine 
which student(s) in the group produced the positive test. 
 
Test & Stay allows students designated as close contacts with a person who tested positive for 
COVID-19 while at school, to stay in school if those students are not showing symptoms. 
Instead of needing to quarantine and miss school, with parent consent, these students take a 
daily rapid test while they remain in school as long as they are not symptomatic. Students 
participate in test and stay for at least five days after they may have been exposed.   
 
In all cases, it’s important for parents and guardians to keep students at home if they are 
feeling sick before coming to school.  


